To: letters at Oxford Times
From: Hazel and Steve Dawe, Cowley Area Transport Group
53 Bulan Road Oxford OX3 7HU – 07747 036192 – 14th August 2022
Dear Editor,
Councillor Pete Sudbury in his article (Oxford Times, 11th August 2022), is entirely correct to stress the severity of the Climate Emergency and the comprehensive nature of its impacts. We need sector by sector annual cuts in greenhouse gas emissions, in this country and all major polluting States. The UK is responsible for about 12% of global greenhouse gas emissions if you include aviation, shipping and transport of imports. But in order to allow people to easily make choices which cut greenhouse gas emissions, we need good alternatives. Considering the case of buses:
We need better, widespread coverage of bus services here in Oxfordshire. But when the County Council bid for additional funds for buses, it got only 16% of what it asked for. This is in the context of a 27% cut in bus vehicle miles in England over the ten years up to 2021(1). This was created mainly by a cut of nearly 5000 bus routes. It is no surprise that this and other under-investments in active travel and rail contribute to transport being the largest sector for carbon emissions in the UK. What can be done?
[bookmark: _GoBack]First, we must recognise that bus fares are a problem to the lowest paid and those on benefits and their children, and indeed others hit by the cost of living crisis who do not have a bus pass making journeys free. Making all bus journeys free would cost about £6bn a year or just about one fifth of the new trunk roads budget. No new money would be needed if this action is taken each year, from the planned roads budget. This would include investment in new electric buses(2). Also, this would help reduce car journeys, especially the school run, and reduce car-related costs. We could ‘Bus Back Better’ in the Government’s words(3), but we need to shift investment first – with enormous advantages here in Oxfordshire.
Yours sincerely
Hazel and Steve Dawe – COWLEY AREA TRANSPORT GROUP – www.catg.org.uk 
Notes:
1. Campaign for Better Transport – Funding local bus services in England: how to ensure every community gets the bus services it needs, June 2022, p.3. 
2. Professor John Whitelegg – Free fare public transport and climate change, June 2021; Becca Massey-Chase – Local Public Transport should be free, 2022. Bus fares bring in about £3.6bn per year, but clearly more money is needed to stop tailpipe emissions from the bus fleet by replacing old buses with electric ones.
3. Department for Transport – Bus Back Better: national bus strategy for England, 2021. 
